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Craig would have been 25 this year had he been alive. Sadly, Craig did not even live to enjoy his 21st birthday. 

Craig was killed on 12th April 1999. He was 20 years old.  I have 6 children, Craig was the eldest.  Although he was a quiet person, he was unconsciously very funny.  He’d do some of the most stupid things and have us all laughing.  He was popular and had many friends  - he enjoyed life to the full. Craig was also the eldest grandchild and when he died my father took the news very badly. My father died last year.

Craig left school at 16 and started working. He had a number of temporary positions but when he got his job at James Forsyth Ltd, it was his first permanent position.  Craig worked as a warehouse assistant with his younger brother Nicholas and his two friends Jerry Carty and Mark Woods. In fact it was Nicholas who got Craig the job at the warehouse. 

The 4 of them worked from 6pm to 4am. They were all very close friends.  Their job was to load vehicles for early morning deliveries. None of them had a license to drive a forklift truck – however in order to load the vans they had to use the forklift trucks.

On 12th April 1999 at about 10.45 p.m. Craig was driving the forklift truck when it collided with a rack holding 250 boxes of potato fries, weighing 2.5 tonnes. The racking and boxes collapsed on top of him and he died instantly from head and neck injuries. 

At the time Nicholas did not know Craig had died. Nicholas heard a crash and ran into the warehouse to see what had happened. He saw Craig lying underneath the racking and boxes. Nicholas moved some of the boxes off Craig.  It became apparent that the racking was lying on top of Craig, who was seriously injured. Nicholas therefore tried to move the racking off Craig with the forklift truck - however he had to abort the attempt to rescue Craig, in case, he caused any further injuries. 

For some reason, all week I had a bad feeling that something terrible was going to happen to Craig. When the police came to the door, I knew right away that it was about Craig. I don’t know why, it might sound strange but I just knew. I couldn’t bring myself to answer the door.  When the police told me my whole world collapsed before my very eyes and my life has never been the same again. 

Nicholas arrived shortly afterwards, he was obviously devastated. We weren’t allowed to see Craig after he died but Nicholas was the last to see him alive and had helped remove the boxes from him after the accident. That’s the last image he has of his brother.  I cannot imagine what Nicholas must have gone through or Jerry and Mark. None of them received any counseling or support to help them deal with what they had seen. 

We had to go to the registry office to  register our son’s death. 20 years earlier my husband and I had visited the same registry office to register the birth of our first child, Craig. It was a horrible experience, there is nothing more horrific for a parent than having to register and bury your own child.

After Craig’s death the Health and Safety Executive shut down the warehouse. However this did not effect Mr Forsyth. For him it was business as usual - he simply moved the whole operation to his other warehouse. 

The year that Craig died he would have been 21 and his brother Nicholas would have been 18. We had planned to celebrate both their birthdays together, but that year there were no celebrations. 

Craig’s death has totally destroyed our family. I try to forget what happened, but I can’t. It’s been 4 years since Craig’s death but it only feels like it happened yesterday. They say time heals, and the pain will ease. The pain is still there and so is the anger, no amount of time will ease the pain and the anger that my family and I feel. 

My son was killed and those responsible for his death have got away with it because the Scottish Criminal Justice system has allowed them to get away with it. No one has ever been prosecuted for Craig’s death. The system has made a mockery of Craig’s death and of the criminal justice system by failing to bring those responsible to account. 

In March 2001 the procurator fiscal started criminal proceedings against Forsyth, P & D Contractors who had erected the racking and Mr James Forsyth. We were told by the Procurator Fiscal, that there would be a prosecution and we expected a prosecution. During that year we attended the Procurator Fiscal’s office a number of times and each time we were told that the matter had to be cancelled because they had to have a legal debate. 

I don’t even know what they were debating about. They were wasting our time. They spent a whole year debating about the case and in the end the case collapsed before it even got to court. In March 2002 the procurator fiscal told us that the proceedings had to be abandoned and instead there would be a Fatal Accident Inquiry. We therefore assumed that a prosecution would take place after the Fatal Accident Inquiry. 

Accordingly a Fatal Accident Inquiry was held in May 2002 before Sheriff, Alfred Vannett. It had now been just over 3 years since Craig’s death when the Fatal Accident Inquiry was held.  This was the first time that we found out the circumstances surrounding Craig’s death. We had always believed that Craig’s death was an accident, we did not know that Craig had been killed because of the serious neglect by his employers and that his death was avoidable.  

The Fatal Accident Inquiry revealed a catalogue of failures on the part of the company and it managing directors, Mr Forsyth. I sat and listened for 4 days to the evidence.  I was shocked and horrified by what I had heard.  To me James Forsyth might as well have put a gun to Craig’s head – he had a total disregard for health and safety. 

The racking was found to be in very poor condition and some of it was corroded. The racking had not been secured onto the floor. Some of the racking had only been secured by one bolt rather than three. The racking required 74 pins to hold it together, but only 45 pins had been inserted. Where forklift are in use, racking should be bolted to the floor.  Mr Deebank, the Health and Safety Executives specialist engineer said and I quote that he “had never seen anything like it” and he described the racking as the “worst he had ever seen.” 

The tyres on the forklift truck were worn out, making it difficult to steer in a straight line and would also have had the effect of increasing the speed of the forklift truck.  When the evidence was summed up by Sheriff Vannet, he said of Mr Forsyth, I shall quote what the sheriff said about him, “He expressed not one word of remorse personally, or on behalf of his company. In relation to Craig’ Tweedie’s death…he could not even remember Craig Tweedie’s name and described him as ‘the other chap Tweedie’. His insensitivity in his evidence, given the presence of the Tweedie family was breathtaking.”  End of quote.

The Sheriff went on to say that he was, and I quote again; “evasive, shifty and gave the impression of making many of his answers up as he went along.”  End of quote.  

At the end of the Fatal Accident Inquiry the Sheriff ruled that Craig’s death was ‘entirely avoidable’.

Now that we had heard all the damning evidence against Mr Forsyth, we believed that there would be a prosecution, however we heard nothing from the crown Office. 

We went to see a number of solicitors to see if we could do anything or challenge the failure of the Crown Office to prosecute anyone for Craig’s death. Each time we were told that there was nothing that could be done. 

In December 2002 I visited my MP Tom Clarke who is the MP for Coatbridge and asked him to raise questions in the Scottish Parliament why despite the damning evidence heard at the FAI Mr Forsyth had not been charged and prosecuted for culpable homicide and health and safety offences.

It was during this debate in the Scottish Parliament in 2002 that we learnt that the charges against the companies and Mr Forsyth had been dropped because the fiscal had failed to lodge a list of additional productions and witnesses, which were important to prove the charges, in time. The court would not allow them to be lodged late. 

The parliamentary under-secretary of state for Scotland Anne McGuire admitted that the crown office and I quote, ‘got it wrong…clearly the mistakes should not have happened. They caused distress to Mr Tweedie’s family and they meant that the prosecution could not go ahead.” 
end of quote. 

Although my MP requested that the Procurator Fiscal’s office reconsider the case and consider bringing culpable homicide charges against Mr Forsyth, I have not heard anything from either the MP or the Procurator Fiscal’s office. 

My family and I have not been given justice. The man responsible for Craig’s death is walking the streets living his life, with his family and children. Everyone in my family has been devastated by Craig’s death – our lives will never be the same again. You never really get over it. The only thing that keeps me going is my family. If I didn’t have them I would have gone mad. 

Last year the BBC’s ‘Frontline Scotland” dedicated a programme to fatal accidents at work and used a hidden camera to produce evidence that not much had changed in terms of health and safety at Forsyths.  When they approached Mr Forsyth for comment he said, I quote “I am happy with the current conditions in my factory, if I had broken any health and safety requirements I would have been successfully prosecuted.” 
End of quote. 

4 years before Craig’s death in 1995 Forsyth’s pleaded guilty to offences  relating to the use of forklift trucks by untrained drivers.  4 years later Craig was killed whilst driving a forklift truck, he was not trained.  I can’t believe that Mr Forsyth has got away with it. How many more people have to die before the Crown Office gets it act together and prosecutes those who blatantly abuse their positions and continue to flout the law.

Earlier this year on Craig’s 24th Birthday I read an article in our local newspaper, which quoted Mr Forsyth as saying, “Anybody who says we didn’t show remorse doesn’t know our company. A boy lost his life and he shouldn’t have, but it was his own fault.”

I was absolutely disgusted, how could he say that knowing full well that it was his fault that Craig died. He can obviously say it because the law allows him to say it. Had he been prosecuted he could not have made such shameful and disgusting comments. 

We pay our taxes and expect those responsible for prosecuting companies and individuals that break the law to be punished. We expect the Crown Office to do their job properly. We do not expect them to make mistakes and allow criminals to walk free. I am left feeling angry with everyone, the solicitors, the Crown Office and the Procurator Fiscal they have all let us down.

Craig’s death was a waste of life. Nothing will bring him back. We do not want or need the Crown Office to offer its sympathies, what we want is justice – justice for Craig’s death. We would have liked to see a prosecution brought against the company and Mr Forsyth. At least then we could say  that we have had some justice. 

Thank you for listening to me this afternoon. 

