ANNEX 2, AGREEMENT ON THE INSPECTION OF POLICE ACTIVITIES

HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE, SIM 7/2000/19
ARRANGEMENTS FOR LIAISON BETWEEN HSE AND THE POLICE COMPLAINTS AUTHORITY

INTRODUCTION
1 
Certain injuries to members of the public are reportable by police forces to HSE local offices under the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 1995 (RIDDOR). These are injuries which result from an accident which arises out of or in connection with the work of the police, where the injured person dies or is taken from the site of the accident to hospital for treatment. Suicides in police custody are not accidents as defined in RIDDOR, and therefore are not reportable

2 
In some cases, such accidents and other incidents may also be the subject of complaints from members of the public which have been referred to the Police Complaints Authority for investigation. Agreed arrangements for local liaison between HSE and the Authority are therefore necessary in order to clarify their respective roles, and involvement in investigations.

INVESTIGATIONS

(a) Accidents

3 
When the Principal Inspector in the HSE local office receives notification from the police of a relevant accident to a member of the public, he may contact the supervising Member of the Authority for that police force, in order to inform the Member of whether he intends to investigate the accident, and to establish whether a complaint against the police has been referred to the Authority in connection with that accident. Whether or not the inspector decides to carry out a separate investigation, he may request from the Authority the necessary information to establish whether the findings include relevant health and safety issues.

(b) Complaints

4 
Members of the public and police staff may also seek to involve HSE inspectors in the investigation of complaints against the police, either in connection with accidents (whether or not they are reportable under RIDDOR), or other circumstances. In either case, HSE may decide to refer the complainant to the existing police complaints procedure, to which more specific legislation applies: Part IX of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 19841 and Regulations. Before deciding whether to investigate a particular complaint which may be of relevance to the Authority, the Principal Inspector will liaise with the relevant Member of the Authority.
5 
In general, HSE inspectors will not seek to investigate incidents where the main issue is whether reasonable force has been used by a police officer in dealing with a member of the public; or whether the use of equipment for self-defence or deterrence, arrest or restraint such as CS incapacitant or firearms has been appropriate in the circumstances; or where there have been third party injuries as a result of the use of CS or firearms.
(c) Suicide
6 
Another area of potential public concern is self-harm and suicide in police custody, which are not accidents as defined in RIDDOR, and therefore not reportable. Recognising that the Authority will normally investigate such cases, HSE inspectors will not seek to carry out separate investigations, although they may request relevant information.

LIAISON ARRANGEMENTS

7 
Where liaison is necessary between HSE and the Authority at a local level, the Head of the Crown, Fire and Police National Interest Group will first contact the Deputy Chairman of the Authority, in order to identify the appropriate Member of the Authority for the police force in question.

REVIEW OF ARRANGEMENTS
8 
These arrangements will be reviewed jointly by the Authority and HSE in [3 years from signature].
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1 Part IV of the Police Act 1996 and Regulations from 1 April 1999





