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| am replying to your letter of 5 January and your concern about the use of the phrase
‘those who wilfully disregard the law' in the Commission's workplace Strategy and
elsewhere.

| accept that this phrase does not embrace all categories of duty holders against whom
we take enforcement action but it was not written to be at the exclusion of all others. We
do want to be tough on those who wilfully disregard the law but there is nothing in that
statement which says or, in my view, implies that we will not continue to enforce in other
circumstances. It was meant to convey the sentiment that, while improving the quality
and impact of our advice, we would not be shying away from our role as an enforcer of
the law.

You say in your letter you consider this wording misteading. | can only say that | do not
share that view. In support, | would cite the fact that this is the first time the point has
been rzised, despite the Strategy document being subject to extensive external
consultation and rigorous internal scrutiny. | believe others recognise that the statement
of our strategic approach to enforcement appears under Theme 3, and that more
specific policy and operational guidance appears in the Commission's Enforcement
Policy Statement and Enforcement Management Model — neither of which have
changed. In addition, the 2003/04 Offences and Penalties Report published last
November demonstrates that the approach at the frontline has not changed either.

Can | reassure you that our approach has not altered. HSC continues to expect
enforcing authorities to use enforcement to ensure duty holders take action to deal





[image: image2.png]immediately with serious risks, to ensure long term compliance and to bring duty holders
who fail in their responsibilities to account.

S

L.
01t

Bill Callaghan
Chair, Health & Safety Commission




