Rule Nisi – relating to KTS fire petition

Writ Petition No 2019 of 2006

Let a Rule Nisi issue calling upon the Respondent Nos1-14 to show cause as to why they should not be directed to take necessary action as required by the law and the constitution to effectively investigate, prosecute and punish those responsible for the deaths and injuries to the victims of the fire on 23.02.2006 at the KTS Textiles and Garment Limited at Plot A-(P) B-11 (P), BCSIC Industrial Araa, Kalurghat, Police Station Chandgaon, Chittagong and to take all necessary measures for such purpose and for prevention of any future such ocurrence, namely:-

(i) to establish a National Committee with the directives of this court in Writ Petition No 6070 of 2001 to monitor compliance by garments factories with the applicable laws on fire safety and to make recommendations to prevent any such incidents and to disseminate their reports in the press and on their website on a six monthly basis 

(ii) to secure payment of adequate compensation to the workers who have been injured in the said fire and to the dependents of deceased workers 

(iii) to inspect all  garments factories operating in Dhaka, Narayanganj and Chittagong to ensure compliance with fire safety measures, as directed by the judgment dated 31 May 2001 in Write Petition No 6070 of 1997, and in particular to ensure that they have adequate numbers of gates which are kept open during working hours and also adequate emergency exits and 

(iv) to ensure appropriate protective measures in particular safety precautions in the event of fire, and to implement and enforce legal provision for the rehabilitation of victims of such incidents as well as making available appropriate medical treatment for victims of fires and or pass such other or further order or orders as to this court may seem fit and proper.

Pending hearing of the rule, Respondents 1, 7, 9, 15 are directed to produce their investigation reports before this court within 3 (three) weeks from the date of receipt of the copy of this order and respondents No.15 to 20 are directed to submit in the form of a report a complete account of the amount paid to the victims as compensation and the basis for the computation of such amount within 3 (three) weeks from the date of receipt of the copy of this order and Respondents are further directed to take steps to provide necessary medical treatment for the victims of the fire on 23.02.2006 at the said factory.

The Rule is made returnable within 3(three) weeks from date
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