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CPS ADVISES CHARGES FOLLOWING HATFIELD RAIL CRASH

The Crown Prosecution Service has today advised the British Transport Police that six men and two companies should be charged with gross negligence manslaughter and an offence involving a failure to discharge a duty under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 (HSWA), following the Hatfield rail crash in October 2000. 

A further six men are being summonsed for offences under the Health and Safety at Work Act only.

Four people died in the crash on October 17, 2000: Robert Alcorn, Stephan Arthur, Leslie Gray and Paul Monkhouse. One hundred and two other passengers and staff suffered injuries of varying severity.

Crown Prosecutor Andrew Faiers said: “The CPS has been closely involved from the outset of the police investigation, advising the investigators and reviewing the substantial evidence which has led to today’s charges.

“Throughout the police inquiry, public safety issues coming to light have been passed on to the railway industry by the police via the Health and Safety Executive.”

The investigation  was led by the BTP in close co-operation with the HSE and the Health and Safety Laboratory (HSL).

More than 1,500 witnesses have given evidence to the investigation which has lasted two-and-a-half years. The police have seized more than one million pages of documentary evidence and BTP officers interviewed 54 people under caution during their inquiries to date. 

The crash happened at 12.23pm on October 17, 2000, as a high-speed GNER train left King’s Cross station, London, bound for Leeds. The train had reached a speed of 115mph when it was derailed by a broken rail on the down fast line between Welham Green and Hatfield Stations.
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Those charged have been bailed to appear at Central Hertfordshire Magistrates’ Court at St Albans at 10:00 on Monday, July 14, 2003.

The two corporations, and those persons who received summonses, are due to appear at the same court on the same date.

The following companies have received summonses for offences of manslaughter and an offence under Sec 3 (1) and contrary to Sec 33 (1) of the HSWA:

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited formerly Railtrack plc (owner and manager of the rail infrastructure);

Balfour Beatty Rail Infrastructure Services Limited formerly Balfour Beatty Rail Maintenance Limited (the infrastructure maintenance contractor to Railtrack plc for this part of the East Coast Main Line).

The following persons have been charged with four offences of manslaughter and an offence under Sec 3 (1) and contrary to Sec 33 (1) (a) and Sec 37 of the HSWA; their employment at the time relevant to the offences is in brackets:

Charles Nicholas Pollard (Director of the London North East Zone of Railtrack plc)

Alistair Cook (Infrastructure Contracts Manager of the London North East Zone of Railtrack plc)

Sean Brett Fugill (Area Asset Manager of the London North East Zone (South) of Railtrack plc)

Anthony Robin Walker (Regional Director until 11 August 2000 of Balfour Beatty Rail Maintenance Limited)

Nicholas Paul Jeffries (Civil Engineer for Balfour Beatty Rail Maintenance Limited)

A further employee of Railtrack plc is expected to be charged this afternoon.

The following persons have received summonses for an offence under Sec 3 (1) and contrary to Sec 33 (1) (a) and Sec 37 of the HSWA; their employment at the time relevant to the offences is in brackets:

Gerald Michael Nolan Corbett (Chief Executive of Railtrack plc)

Christopher Richard Leah (Director of Safety and Operations of Railtrack plc)

Stephen George Huxley (Managing Director until 31 August 2000 of Balfour Beatty Rail Maintenance Limited)
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Kenneth Geoffrey Hedley (a Track Engineer for Balfour Beatty RailMaintenance Limited)

Vernon Bullen (King’s Cross Area Maintenance Engineer for Balfour Beatty Rail  Maintenance Limited)

Keith Leonard Hughes (an acting Track Engineer for Balfour Beatty Rail Maintenance Limited).

Ends

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Police inquiries into the Ladbroke Grove and Potters Bar railway disasters are still the subject of active investigation by the BTP, advised by the CPS.

2. For further information on prosecution matters contact Julie Seddon CPS Press Office, 0207 796 8180

3. For further information on BTP investigations contact  Chief Supt David Hatcher, 0207 830 8852
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