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B
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L
L

TO

Im
pose duties upon com

pany directors in relation to health and safety, and to
require large com

panies  to appoint a director as the health and safety director.

B
E IT EN

A
C

TED
 by the Q

ueen’s m
ost Excellent M

ajesty, by and w
ith the advice and consent

of the Lords Spiritual and Tem
poral, and C

om
m

ons, in this present Parliam
ent assem

bled,
and by the authority of the sam

e, as follow
s:-

1
H

ealth and Safety D
irectors

“(1)
In section 282 of the C

om
panies A

ct 1985 (c.6) (directors) after subsection (3) insert – 

(4)
A

com
pany to w

hich this requirem
ent applies shall appoint one of its directors 

as the health and safety director for the purposes of section 309A
.

(5)
The requirem

ent in subsection (4) applies to every com
pany w

hich is not a sm
all 

or m
edium

-sized com
pany for the purposes of section 247.”

(2) In section 364 of the C
om

panies A
ct 1985 (C

ontents of A
nnual R

eturn: G
eneral) after 

subsection (1)(d) insert – 

“(da) the nam
e of the health and safety director of the com

pany” 

2
D

irectors’duties regarding health and safety

A
fter section 309 of the C

om
panies A

ct insert – 

“309A
D

irectors’duties regarding health and safety

(1)
It is the duty of the directors of a com

pany to take all reasonable steps to ensure that it 
acts in accordance w

ith the obligations im
posed on it by any law

 relating to health and 
safety as specified in the first colum

n of schedule 2.

(2)
The directors of a com

pany to w
hich section 282(4) applies shall, for the purpose of 

com
plying w

ith their duty under subsection (1), take account of any inform
ation and 

advice provided to them
 by the health and safety director.
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ts

T
he H

ealth and Safety at W
ork A

ct 1974 (c. 37)

1
(1)

T
he H

ealth and
 Safety at W

ork A
ct 1974 is am

end
ed

 as follow
s

(2)
in Section 16(1) after “regulations” insert ‘or of section 309 A

and
 section 

309B
 of the C

om
panies A

ct 1984”. 

S
ch

ed
u

le 2

Section 1: L
aw

s relating to health and
 safety

S
ch

ed
u

le 3

Section 2: Statutory provisions requiring the notification of events

S
ch

ed
u

le 4

Section 2: Statutory provisions perm
itting im

position of notices
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n
 2

T
itle of S

tatu
tory P

rovision
R

eferen
ce

T
he R

egulation of R
ailw

ays A
ct 1871 and

 O
rd

ers or R
egulations

1871 c. 78.
m

ad
e or to be m

ad
e thereund

er.

T
he E

xplosives A
ct 1875.

1875 c. 17.

T
he R

ailw
ay E

m
ploym

ent (Prevention of A
ccid

ents) A
ct 1900.

1900 c. 27.

T
he N

uclear Installations A
ct 1965 and

 O
rd

ers and
 R

egulations
1965 c. 57. 

m
ad

e or to be m
ad

e thereund
er.

The A
ir N

avigation (Investigation of A
ir A

ccidents involving 
S.I.  1986/1953.

C
ivil and M

ilitary A
ircraft or Installations) R

egulations 1986.

T
he C

ivil A
viation (Investigation of A

ir A
ccid

ents) R
egulations

S.I. 1989/
2062.

1989.

T
he M

erchant Shipping (A
ccid

ent R
eporting and

 Investigation)
S.I.  1994/

2013.
R

egulations 1994.

R
eporting of Injuries, D

iseases and
 D

angerous O
ccurrences and

S.I.  1995/
3163.

Injuries R
egulations 1995.A

ny further relevant provisions w
ill be added to the final B

ill

C
olu

m
n

 1
C

olu
m

n
 2

T
itle of S

tatu
tory P

rovision
R

eferen
ce

H
ealth and

 Safety at W
ork A

ct 1974.
1974   C

. 37

A
list of provisions w

ill be added to the final B
ill
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n
 2

T
itle of S

tatu
tory P

rovision
R

eferen
ce

H
ealth and

 Safety at W
ork A

ct 1974
1974   C

.37

A
list of provisions enforced by the H

ealth and Safety Executive, Local A
uthorities, M

aritim
e and C

oastguard A
gency,

C
ivil A

viation A
uthority and any other provision concerned w

ith health and safety w
ill be added to the final Bill
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(3)
The directors of a com

pany to w
hich section 282(4) applies shall m

ake adequate 
arrangem

ents to ensure that the health and safety director is provided w
ith such 

inform
ation as he m

ay require to carry out his duties under section 309B.

309B
 D

uties of health and safety directors

(1)
It shall be the duty of the health and safety director appointed under section 282 (4) to 
take all reasonable steps –

(a)
to inform

 the other directors not less than four tim
es a year, of –

(i)
how

 the com
pany’s activities are affecting the health and safety of its 

em
ployees and other persons not in the com

pany’s em
ploym

ent;

(ii)
the adequacy of the m

easures taken by the com
pany to ensure that it com

plies 
w

ith any law
 relating to health and safety and any further  m

easures that m
ay 

be necessary for this purpose.

(b)
to inform

 other directors prom
ptly on –

(i)
any significant health and safety failure by the com

pany and the steps that 
have been taken, or w

ill be necessary, to rectify it;

(ii)
details of any deaths, injuries or other incidents that the com

pany has a duty
to report under any of the relevant statutory provisions specified in the first
colum

n of schedule 3;

(iii)
details of any notice w

hich has been served on the com
pany or on one of its

em
ployees under any of the relevant statutory provisions specified in the first 

colum
n of schedule 4;

(iv)
details of any proceedings w

hich have been brought against the com
pany for 

an offence under any law
 relating to health and safety or for any offence 

arising out of a death.

(c)
to inform

 the board on the health and safety im
plications of its decisions.

(2)
The duties of the health and safety director set out in subsection (1) shall not affect in any 
w

ay –

(a)
the duties w

hich the board has given to other directors w
ith respect to health and

safety m
atters;

(b)
the duties of directors regarding health and safety m

atters im
posed under this A

ct.

309C
 A

ll R
easonable Steps

(1)
In determ

ining those steps that should be taken by directors to com
ply w

ith the 
requirem

ents of sections 309 A
and B consideration shall be given to any code of 

practice issued or approved by the H
ealth and Safety C

om
m

ission contained under
Section 16 of the H

ealth and Safety at W
ork A

ct 1974.

3
A

pplication of Schedules
(1)

The enactm
ents m

entioned in the Schedule to this A
ct are am

ended in accordance w
ith 

that Schedule;

4.    C
om

m
encem

ent and saving

(1)
This A

ct com
es into force at the end of the period of tw

o m
onths beginning w

ith the 
day on w

hich it is passed.
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